Second-line chemotherapy of advanced disseminated gastric cancer after cisplatin, infusional 5-fluorouracil, folinic acid (PLF): benefit dependent on progression-free interval after first-line therapy.
The role of second-line chemotherapy in gastric cancer is not yet established. We analyzed patients receiving second-line treatment after chemotherapy with cisplatin, infusional 5-fluorouracil, folinic acid (PLF). 27 patients took part in this retrospective analysis. The second-line chemotherapy consisted of different regimens depending on the recommendations of the attending physician based on response to and toxicity of first-line treatment. In 3 of 27 patients, partial response was achieved (11%, 95%-confidence interval 0-23%). The progression-free survival and overall survival was 3.1 (2.1-4.3) and 5.1 (3.8-6.6) months, respectively. Progression-free intervals (PFI) of more than 7 months after first-line therapy were a predictor for patients who may benefit from the treatment (median survival from the start of second-line therapy: 10.6 (6.6-13.1) months). Second-line chemotherapy after cisplatin / 5-FU rarely induced tumor response, and progression-free survival as well as overall survival remained short. Based on our data, we hypothesize that the PFI after first-line treatment may be a selection criterion for patients suitable for second-line chemotherapy.